Devonshire Infants’ School, Smethwick, Birmingham

Head Teacher: Sharron Philpott

Devonshire Infants is a large 3 form entry Infant only school in Sandwell, West Midlands.

The school serves the community of Smethwick in the St. Paul's ward which is an area of high social and economic disadvantage - within the 10% most deprived areas of the country.

*Attainment on entry is well-below average. 

*The level of SEN is 11%.
*26% of children aged 5+ are eligible for Free School Meals.
*There is a high level of pupils from minority ethnic groups, 88%. 
*There is a white British proportion of only 9%
*The percentage of pupils' first language not believed to be English is very high (65%)
*40% of Nursery do not speak fluent English on entry, this drops to 30% in Reception and 28% in KS1.
*Reception Time to Talk data shows that 33% of children on entry have speech and language levels below that expected for their age.
*The ability on entry of pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds is similar to other pupils and so is their socio-economic status.
*A very high proportion enter school with low communication and language skills: social skills are also poor.

In this way we are showing that from a very low start point we are hitting national Averages

Impact of phonics interventions (including Red the robot) in KS1

Children who are not making expected progress and not on track to meet end of year/Key Stage predictions are targeted for additional support. Each class highlights groups of children and each week runs 2 intervention sessions which include the use of Red the Robot® as well as other practical reinforcement activities to develop phonic skills.

Phonic knowledge in KS1 impacts on reading and writing.

Staff who support children with English as an additional language also use Red in their sessions. 

Mid year data has shown the following:

Children with English as an additional language (EAL) have made nationally expected progress in both reading and writing

Children having phonics intervention have made more than nationally expected progress in reading and writing. In writing, children have made on average 1.5 sublevels progress in 6 months. 

As a school, our children join us well below nationally expected levels. Mid year results for Y1 show an APS uplift of 2.2 for reading and writing in Year 1 and 1.9 in reading and 3 in writing in year 2. 

In year 2, 100% of children receiving phonic interventions are on track to meet their end of KS1 targets in reading, and 85% in writing.













